Defining A Research Question

Collecting information about an assigned topic is usually pretty simple. However, a simple collection of
facts will not produce a good research paper. In order to be useful, research must be organized around a
research question. If you do not have a research question, then the information you find will have no
purpose or direction.

Questions that ask WHO, WHERE, or WHEN about specific facts, like the questions below, do not usually
make good research questions.

These questions can be answered with simple facts: names, places and dates. Although facts can be
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